Why forecasters look closely at Sea Surface Temperatures -
a dry versus wet pattern

COMPARE THE PAIR!

Spring 2006 SST Anomaly

Spring 2010 SST Anomaly

NCAANESDIS 50 KM GLOBAL AMALYSIS: SST — Climatolegy (G), 3/16,/2006

[white regiors indicate sea—ice|

Cooler (blue) SST’s to the north of Australia are
usually associated with less cloud and moisture
in our region.

Source: NOAA, www.ospo.noaa.gov/Products/ocean/sst/
anomaly

NOAA/HESDIS 50 KM GLOBAL ANALYSIS: 35T Anomaly (degrees ), 9,/16,/201%
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Warmer (orange) SST’s to the north of Australia
are usually associated with cloud and moisture
in our region.

Source: NOAA, www.ospo.noaa.gov/Products/ocean/sst/
anomaly
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Rainfall decile spring 2006. Source: BoM
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Rainfall decile spring 2010. Source: BoM
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COMPARE THIS PAIR TOO!

Spring 2015 SST Anomaly

Spring 2016 SST Anomaly

NOALHESDIS 50 KM GLOBAL ANALYSIS: S5T Anomaly (degrees C), 3/17/2015
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Cooler (blue) SST’s to the north of Australia are
usually associated with less cloud and moisture
in our region.

Source: NOAA, www.ospo.noaa.gov/Products/ocean/sst/
anomaly

hOAA/NESDIS 50 KW GLOBAL ANALYSIS: 55T Anomaly (degrees ), 9/15/2016
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Warmer (orange) SST’s to the north of Australia
are usually associated with cloud and moisture
in our region.

Source: NOAA, www.ospo.noaa.gov/Products/ocean/sst/
anomaly
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Rainfall decile spring 2015. Source: BoM
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Rainfall decile spring 2016. Source: BoM
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